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SUB J : DROUGHT QUESTION IN SOMALIA 

REF: MOGADISCIO 0924 

1. SUMMARY. LOCAL WFP REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS THAT SPRING RAINS 
WERE UNEVELY DISTRIBUTED, AND CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL AREAS RE- 
CEIVED LESS THAN NORMAL. SIGNIFICANT SHORTFALL IN SUMMER GRAIN 
CROP IS EXPECTED. GOVERNMENT GRAIN STOCKS REPORTEDLY SUFFICIENT 
TO MAKE UP SHORTFALL DURING NEXT FEW MONTHS, BUT FUTHER GRAIN 
IMPORTS WILL PROBABLY BE NEEDED LATER IN YEAR. HOWEVER, GSDR 
HAS NOT YET REQUESTED FURTHER FOOD ASSISTANCE FROM WFP IN MOG- 
ADISCIO. END SUMMARY. 

2. LOCAL WORLD FOOD PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVE, OUFI, IN DISCUSSION 
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WERE UNEVELY DISTRIBUTED. WHILE SOME AREAS HAD MORE THAN ENOUGH, 

AND RAIN WAS GENERALLY NORMAL THROUGHOUT NORTHERN PART OF COUNTRY, 
IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL AREAS NEAR SHEBELLI RIVER IN CENTER AND 
JUBA RIVER IN SOUTH RECEIVED SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN NORMAL RAIN- 
FALL. SUMMER HARVEST OF STAPLE GRAINS, I.E. MAIZE AND SORGHUM, 

IN THESE AREAS WILL THEREFORE BE SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN USUAL. 

ALSO, NEXT CROP IN NORTH WILL DEPEND ON ADEQUACY OF AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER "LIGHT RAINS," IN ADDITION TO SPRING "HEAVY RAINS" 

WHICH HAVE ALREADY FALLEN IN NORMAL QUANTITY. 

3. OUFI REPORTS THAT GSDR OFFICIALS SAY THEY HAVE SUFFICIENT 
STOCKS OF GRAIN IN COUNTRY TO MAKE UP FOR REDUCED HARVEST IN 
AREAS OF CENTER ANS SOUTH MENTIONED ABOVE. THEREFORE, OFFICIALS 
SAY, NO FOOD EMERGENCY IS IMMINENT. GSDR HAS NOT REQUESTED 
FURTHER FOOD MSSISTANCE FROM WFP HERE, BUT OUFI BELIEVES IMPORTS 
OF STAPLE GRAINS, MAIZE AND SORGHUM, FROM SOME SOURCE WILL AL- 
MOST CERTAINLY BE NECESSARY LATER THIS YEAR DESPITE GSDR EMPHASIS 
ON ACHIEVING SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN THESE ITEMS. 

4. OUFI SAYS HE HAS REPORTED ALONG ABOVE LINES TO FAO IN ROME. 

EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE INQUIRIES ON THE SUBJECT, AND 
REPORT TO DEPARTMENT AS FURTHER INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

KIRK 
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